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Dear Mike, 

London Overground extension to Barking Riverside 

I am writing, on behalf of the Transport Committee, to set out our response to TfL’s consultation 
on the proposal to extend London Overground to Barking Riverside. This response is based on our 
relevant past work, including on London Overground services. As set out in our recent report, 
Devolving Rail Services to London, we believe the Overground has been a great success since its 
launch and hope more Londoners will have access to the network in the future, both through this 
extension and through devolution of other rail franchises to TfL.  

The Committee supports the proposal for an extension of the London Overground Gospel Oak to 
Barking line to Barking Riverside.  We support this proposal because Barking Riverside is the 
largest housing development in east London, with plans for up to 10,800 new homes, and new 
healthcare, shopping, community and leisure facilities.   

As Assembly Members saw on a recent visit to the site, transport infrastructure is crucial to such 
redevelopment. At present, without public connections fully in place, car use in the area is 
relatively high. Any new transport infrastructure needs to be fully linked to the rest of the 
transport network so residents can travel easily for work and leisure.  The proposal to extend the 
Overground should provide such links via the interchange at Barking with existing National Rail 
services and the District and Hammersmith & City London Underground lines.  

In expressing our support for the proposal, we would make a number of other comments. Firstly, 
passengers have a right to expect a high-quality, metro-style service on the extended. 
Overcrowding is relatively high on Barking-Gospel Oak services, certainly compared to other parts 
of the Overground network. TfL should be seeking to address this by delivering more frequent 
and/or higher capacity transport services. 

Secondly, regarding possible further extensions of this line, TfL has said that it might be desirable 
to further extend the Overground south of the Thames, to Thamesmead and Abbey Wood, 
although this is not being actively planned. We would welcome further details on the scope of 
any possible future extensions, and encourage TfL to consider this as part of an integrated 
transport strategy for south east London. 
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I hope you find this response useful and look forward to further detail of your plans for this 
important transport scheme.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Valerie Shawcross CBE AM  
Chair of the Transport Committee 


